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When I entered the dining room at Jack London Square in Oakland, Calif., back in 1978, in response to a 
personal invitation from William A. Breniman, two men in particular seated at the long VIP table on the 
raised platform caught my eye. I was introduced to Bill who turned immediately to his nght and introduced 
me to Lorin G. DeMerritt, W6EAS. One by one he introduced me to the other staff members at the table in 
calm, measured attention to each individual, with his name and amateur call sign and a precis of his early 
wireless experience. What amemory!, I thought to myself. 


The occasion was a meeting of 
the Golden Gate Chapter of The 
Society of Wireless Pioneers. 
Bill was Founder and President 
of the Society, and Lorin was its 
Treasurer, and as members of 
the chapter as well were given 
the seats of honor. I had come to 
the meeting not knowing what it 
was all about, except that there 
would be a lot of "old timers" 
present, as Bill had mentioned to 
me on the telephone the day be- 
fore. Old time wireless and ra- 
diomen, that is. As I was to 
learn in due course, this was Bill 
the recruiter working his magic. 


I don't know where he had got- 
ten my name nor learned the 
roots of my past, since I was not 
active on the air at the time, but 
he was right --I was interested, 
carried-away interested, in fact, 
so much so that when he pro- 
duced an application blank for 
membership after dinner, I 
signed on without hesitation. 


Bill was about my height, per- 
haps a bit taller at around five 
feet eight or nine. As Lorin 
stood beside him I was im- 
pressed by how tall this man 
seemed, about six feet two. I re- 


member thinking we old sparks 
Mc Catia wierd” sizes and 
shapes, obviously, as I looked 
out over the room full of tables 
and took in the low roar of raised 
voices in lively discussion. Bill 
beckoned to a chap directly be- 
low the platform, and I was es- 
corted to a reserved place at the 
center table where he had been 
sitting. 


So much for my introduction to 
the Society. This account is not 
about me, but about two of its 
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members who were highly influ- 
ential in making the Society an 
international success. As _ the 
months and years went by I 
learned a lot about Bill and his 
prowess among the movers and 
shakers who were his associates 
at the FCC, and the FAA. But 
Lorin was one of those people 
who, upon taking on an assign- 
ment, simply went to work and 
faithfully did the job without 
making any noise and by avoid- 
ing the limelight drew very little 
attention to himself. 


Bill, Lorin and their respective 
XYL's had a regular weekly 
bridge get-togethers at 
other's homes. And the record 
would be incomplete without ex- 
tolling the help that these ladies 
gave to the Society by perform- 
ing chores for their spouses in its 
behalf. Bill and Ruth lived in an 
apartment in Santa Rosa, Calif., 
and Lorin and Rose in their 
home in_ Sebastopol, Calif, 
about 20 miles West. 


It 1s well to remind ourselves 
that the physical work of prepar- 
ing the many publications that 
Bill originated and produced 
over the years, was done on a 
typewriter and "pasted-up" by 
hand. Headings of typed col- 
umns like those above were pro- 
duced with individual letters of 
selected size and font, picked off 


each . 


aoe 


of sheets of "Type" one at a time 
and with great care laid down 
letter by letter on a paste-up 
form. Text emerged from the 
typewriter in long strips which 
were sissored to make side-by- 
side columns. These paste-ups 
were then given to a printer to be 
photographed and made into re- 
producible sheets to be wrapped 
around a drum on the printing 
press. Today, most of the labor 
is computerized -- heading type 
as well as text flows from the 
computer, type-ready for the 
printer as it flows from the key- 
board. Editing and proof- 
reading 1s done on the original 
pages, with no need to re-type as 
was the case when typewritten. 


Bill did the typing. Ruth did the 
layout and paste-up. The Soci- 
ety publications, as well as pub- 
lications for Bill's companion 
venture, the equivalent aviation 
organization, The Society of Air- 
way Pioneers, were all con- 
ceived, written, edited, and read- 
ied for printing each month 
through many years with little or 
no help from paid temporary 
typists. When things became 
unusually hectic, Lorin would 
volunteer to help. During one of 
those times that I remember, Bill 
had arranged with the California 
State Library to establish a 
"shelf for all memorabilia of 
SOWP, and the Library had sent 
a large van from Sacramento to 
Santa Rosa to pick up all stored 
items to that date. Lorin and Bill 
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spent days sorting, identifying, 
boxing and bundling those mate- 
rials and a few hardware arti- 
facts, and on this day I joined 
Bill and Lorin to assist loading 
the van. 


If one realizes how precious is 
the space in the State Library, it 
is a tribute to Bill's ability to 
convey the value of wireless 
memorabilia relative to all that 
Society has to offer in pleading 
for space in the State Archives. 
This is an accomplishment to 
treasure. As the van pulled away 
from the now empty rented stor- 
age cubical, I marveled at what 
Bill had accomplished. We, The 
Society of Wireless Pioneers 
would have its place in History! 


With the above preamble, we 
come now to the end of days for 
these two members of the Soci- 
ety. Their work 1s done and 
their keys are silent. Their time 
of passing came only six months 
apart, Bill leaving this life only 
four months before his 101* 
birthday anniversary, on Oct. 16, 
2001, and Lorin in his 94" year 
on March 19, 2002. Bill's wife of 
67 years died one year and a day 
before his 100 years' labors were 
ended. Lorin's wife survives 
him at their family home in Se- 
bastopol. 


Bill began life in Fort Collins, 
Colorado. He lived in Santa 
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Rosa, Calif., for 30 years, and 
spent the last year of his life in 
Fremont near his daughter. The 
sinking of the Titanic when he 
was only eleven, and the subse- 
quent lure of the open sea, led 
him to become a "Marconi Man" 
as we Sparks were known in 
those early days of wireless. He 
joined the U. S. Navy as a wire- 
less operator and_ signalman, 
combined duties that were later 
split by the Navy into separate 
ratings. After leaving the Navy 
he became a wireless officer 
with nearly 40 assignments to 
his record on merchant ships. 


Government service beckoned, 
and he went to work for what is 
now the Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration in 1929, until retire- 
ment in 1958. Between assign- 
ments he established The Los 
Angeles Radio Institute to train 
wireless operators, and_ estab- 
lished a radio supply store. His 
first ship was The USS Gwyn 
with callsign NAGX, followed 
by USS West Hosokie, WFEI. 
He served aboard oil tankers and 
merchant ships, and CAA sta- 
tions KCV, KDN, KCU and oth- 
ers. He was Maintenance In- 
spector (wireless) for Region V, 
Kansas City MO, became’ Dep- 
uty Chief of the CAA Comm. 
Div., Washington, and until re- 
tirement, Chief of the Planning 
and Technical Section, Region 


+3... 
IV, Los Angeles. 


Too young for his years to spend 
life in a reclining chair, he pur- 
chased Key Travel in Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif., and also became 
vice president of the Freighter 
Travel Club of America. He 
founded two organizations, The 
Society of Wireless Pioneers, 
and The Society of Airway Pio- 
neers. He initiated thereby the 
preservation of the history of 
marine, air and overland wireless 
communications, and laid the 
foundation for continuing the 
documentation of the history of 
human wireless communication 
into the age of space and plane- 
tary pioneering. He leaves be- 
hind children and grandchildren, 
names and whereabouts of 
whom will be compiled by fam- 
ily members into a genealogy. 


Bill Breniman's SOWP serial 
number is OO0O1-P. His first as- 
signment was at the Naval Wire- 
less Station, NPC, as a seaman 
"Striker," a non-rated wireless 
apprentice seaman, in 1917. 
Upon achieving full wireless op- 
erator status, he was assigned to 
the USS West Hosokie, WFEI, 
and to the USS Gwyn, NAGX in 
1913! 


Lorin ~DeMerritt,; 0O100-V, 
WO6EAS, left this life on March 
19, 2002 after a brief illness with 
cancer. He had reached the age 
of 94, and yet until his final 
month was active in pursuit of 
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both his bowling hobby and his 
amateur activities. He rarely 
missed a net check-in. He was a 
Charter Member of The Society 
of Wireless Pioneers and _ it's 
treasurer from the beginning un- 
til his death. He is survived by 
his wife, Rose, of 16 years. He 
retired from the Federal Aviation 
Administration in 1966 at which 
time he moved to Sebastopol, 
Calif., and became Treasurer of 
SOWP. Bill Breniman said of 
him that "...he 1s one of the best 
friends I ever had." 


Lorin first served as wireless op- 
erator aboard the Admiral 
Schiey’ WGELS tien the’ @-D 
Johnson III and Maricoa H. 
Whittier, KODQ, these ships be- 
ginning in 1929. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Ben Russell 
SOWP 1853-V, N6SL 
email: NoSL@bellsouth.net 


Recently we were very sad to 


learn about the passing of John 


McKinney, WOAP and. Jack 
Kelleher. Some of us may have 
received “pink tickets” from 
Mac when he was the Engineer 
in charge of the Grand Island, 
Nebraska FCC monitoring §sta- 
tion Others had the pleasure of 
meeting Mac when he was in- 
specting TV stations in half of 
the country. In all cases he was 
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always a sincere gentleman. 
Jack Kelleher was another true 
“pioneer” and those of us who 
operated commercial radio owe 
him a debt of gratitude by keep- 
ing the various International 
Telegraphic Union (ITU) rules 
sensible. He played. a.key role 
in the establishment of interna- 
tional rules governing the use of 
space communications. Jack 
was on. the air up to about two 
months prior to his passing.. 


The passing of Mac and Jack 
should encourage us to write- 
articles concerning early days of 
aircraft, point to point, broad- 
casting, marine and amateur ra- 
dio. For example what kind of 
DX was being worked with the 
Model T spark coil? In addition 
to old radio history how about 
some articles covering new tech- 
niques used in communications? 


Our annual roundup was blessed 
with good propagation condi- 
tions on all bands. Some of the 
scores were among the highest 
ever recorded mainly because 
we did not have to compete with 
a 10 meter contest. Over thirty of 
the responding stations managed 
to work the same station on three 
or more bands for extra credit. 
Next year we will have a. scor- 
ing category for those working 
the same station on four bands. 
Unfortunately, we did not get the 


#4. - 


word out fast enough to get par- 
ticipation of out offshore mem- 
bers. Next year we will do a bet- 
ter job of publicizing the event. 
It has been suggested that we 
have a quarterly QSQ party run- 
ning 24 hours with no formal log 
submittals - just a chance to talk 
to old friends. Charles Spencer, 
W8PQO is doing a great job of 
recruiting new members over the 
air. The rest of us can follow his 
example and get the SOWP 
growing again. Meanwhile, 
when you are in your radio 
rooms keep the rig on 14055 
kHz during the day and 7052 
kHz after dark. 


Our Executive Secretary Waldo 
Boyd, K6DZY is updating the 
SOWP web page (www.SOWP. 


~ org) and to keep it current. If 


possible, he will try to make it 
interactive as a forum for mem- 
bers to transmit ideas and recom- 
mendations. The long term ap- 
proach used by many organiza- 
tions is to concentrate on a good 
web page and gradually phase 
out news letters. 


New news: The 40 meter Mon- 
day and. Thursday evening nets 
on 7052 kHz and the Transcon 
(WOAP memorial net) net on 
14055 kHz at 11 AM Eastern 
time will continue all summer. 
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TARY'S COLUMN 
From Secretary Waldo T. Boyd 
SOWP 2958-P, K6DZY 
email: k6dzy@direcpc.com 


If you are on-line you will have 
noted that www.sowp.org has 
changed sites and is now under 
reconstruction. I am braving the 
rough waters of learning to be- 
come a webmaster. 


This is more than a report from 
your secretary. Here is a chance 
for any of you who _ have 
achieved some skill in use of 
computer communication, and in 
particular, at designing and pro- 
gramming web pages, to contact 
me via K6DZY @direcpc.com so 
we can exchange information as 
to our software compatibilities. 


We will increase the utility and 
ability for members to use the 
SOWP web pages for communi- 
cation within and beyond the 
membership as we learn the in- 
tricacies of designing and de- 
ploying them. Suggestions from 
all who will offer their opinions 
are welcome, whether or not you 
have yet to become web- 
enabled. Use imagination. My 
ideas so far include archiving 
notable articles from The Bea- 
con and Sparks Journal, which 
of course will be downloadable 
with reservations as to copyright. 
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Also, we might try establishing a 
free e-mail point-of-presence 
(POP), and a page of QSL cards 
in mini form that expands to half 
or full-page each when mouse- 
clicked. (Non-web users please 
excuse the jargon!) The list of 
our e-mail addresses will be 
cleaned and a page of links to all 
related web pages will be added. 


As for far-out dreaming, I won- 
der if we might include a page 
that provides CW tone practice 
sessions at variable speeds per 
the user's liking? We must keep 
in mind, however, that not all 
web users are equipped with the 
facility of sound. And while 
we are dreaming at the moment, 
the future will offer dynamic 
video and sound. 


I suggest that if you are able, 
“surf the web” for historical sites 
on any and all subjects to gain 
perspective on what we have 
here at our disposal, to carry out 
our constitutional mandate. 
Compared to printed paper - 
particularly with regards to color 
‘reproduction-- the web is miles 
ahead as a money-saver. We are 
now paying $19 a month for 
server services and data storage - 
compare that to the $1500 a 
quarter-year that our ink-printed 
Beacon requires. If we do our 
own webmastering, and the fu- 
ture of the web lives up to its 
promise, the day 1s not far ahead 


BF o 


when you will download and 
print the Beacon on your own 
printer, eliminating post office 
and lithograph costs. The sav- 
ings would be distributed in low- 
ered dues rates. 


In practice, there is no need to 
print in color on paper. It is, 
again, less expensive to leave the 
data in cyber form, saved on 
magnetic hard disks or “burned”’ 
onto plastic CD's. Again, with 
clear foresight into future sys- 
tems, you will read your Beacon 
on your high-definition televi- 
sion receiver, via wireless con- 
nection to your computer. 


There is one corner in my office/ 
den that is lined with two floor 
to ceiling shelves housing 56 lin- 
ear feet of books and magazines, 
“reference material.” I look with 
increasing disfavor on_ those 
shelves because there, but for all 
that bound paper, 1s my Ham op- 
erating site. If only those books 
and magazines were on CD's, 
one shelf would hold them all 
with lineage to spare! Those 
shelves will have to go, because 
I am determined to get back “on 
the air” this year, helping to keep 
CW alive and well. 


“Wireless” will only become 
more ubiquitous with the pas- 
sage of time. Already we have 
become impatient with the PC 
“mouse,” with its tail extending 
out of its nose like a genetic 
anomaly. The mouse has gone 
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wireless, along with the cell- 
phone. Computer speakers are 
likewise wireless enabled. My 
“direcpc” internet service pro- 
vider system is multiplexed to 
and from its equatorial satellite 
via rooftop dish. I see no obsta- 
cle to “wirelessing” a CW hand- 
key to the sound card in my PC - 
and from there to the satellite- 
enabled web page. 


Why mention all of this modern 
and future stuff? Because we 
have been, are, and will be for 
the foreseeable future, Wireless 
Pioneers. Please reread my 
Sept/Dec 2001 Beacon column, 
next to last paragraph. As we 
octo- and nonagenarians transfer 
to our Chapter Eternal, we pass 
the baton to younger communi- 
cation types who will carry on 
our tradition. They, too, are and 
will be pioneers. The job of 
documenting our history has 
only barely begun, as has our 
history. 


SOWP ROUNDUP 2002 


To Participants in-Roundup 


2002, 


Enclosed here is the list of 
scores and certificates of partici- 
pation. This year the activity 
was excellent and we were fortu- 
nate in having excellent band 
conditions. The quality of sub- 
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mitted logs was a great help in 
all the tabulation processes. 


Next year the Roundup will be 
held over the third weekend of 
January 2003. The bonus point 
system has been increased to al- 
low four (4) points for each time 
the same station is worked on 
four bands. 


Next year please use a separate 
log sheet for each band and keep 
all times in UTC (Z). 


73 and Thanks, 
Ben Russell, N6SL 


2002 SOWP Roundup Results 


Kae 126 + 78-= 204 
N6sL 135.4066 h= 201 
NUSC Hot 6 = eS 
K8XF De ae ed eed 
KA4 TERA le tale ee 
Wah. eo tO oe eee 
K2i5C 10.5. tb. 455.150 
W8PQO 88 + 45 = 133 
W6NKR 83, + 48 =, 137 
VE7VB Sl + 445° *S" 126 
W6éBNB SOs 4S = Z 
AASWE Na se a, 
WOABO PO ees GO pam kate, 
K7UQH a ala ag Te fil Bes Be Ss 
W8TP S571+-21 =e 
W2LID TOK (3B S81 08 
W8IM 65 UZ =) “92 
N7WO B2 O44 33SLIPSS 
W5SKL TO kee 
W7GS 52 t+, 24-5" 76 


262 
W8KJP Sa a Oita 2 
W4HU BIO Tees as) STUY 
KOE AS G42 = "769 
N3RSD/4 48 + 18 = 66 
KBS ZY Yo easienawnGne wr So 
NT7G 44)" 42S 4s7 59 
W7IZE A = 1S VEPs 6 
K7DV 30 Set Ores 2 
W6WYW 2 acts a4 BO 
K1HGK 20s EOFS ts} NZS 
W1YT tr Hos Sr 26 
W1ACL 2D: Et igs) Ses 
W3MAM 25) Oitetaraib 
AE2L 29:) +p Oeree Sb 
W6NVN L828, +ih yOrngss~ 28 
W4GOG 1 Bert lO Te 
N1ACZ 1 Set aeS ase LG 
K6MG Dy ety pil) epee 
W3FYK 13° +7 OSS a3 
W1HDC LO ey woe YD 
WA2TWS eee ie: 7 
W7YS Pes tO eee iS 


Roundup 2002 Comments 


“The 2002 Roundup had plenty 
of good activity because band 
conditions were excellent and 
there wasn’t any conflict with 
other QSO parties or contests. 
We missed the participation of 
our offshore members Next year 
we will make a special effort to 
advise our DX members in time 
for them -to -prepare for the 
Roundup. It was a pleasure to 
operate this Roundup because 
the 51 hour allocated time did 
not force any of us into a classic 
contest mode. We had time to 
say a few words to our old 
friends.”’...Ben N6SL 

Some Comments that came with 
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logs: 

“Not bad for just a few hours. 
Had fun and that’s all that mat- 
ters.” 73 Del, W8KJP 

“First Roundup --It was fun!” 73 
Mac, WO6WY W 

“Thank you for a very enjoyable 
time.” 73 Borge, VE7VB 

“T have 121 contacts, and 24 Q’s- 
are three band contacts, at least. 
This is my best R-Up with 
SOWP. I can only imagine that 
many other guys- have similar 
scores...” Mike, K8XF 

“Tt was a fun time. I heard some 
say they had good conditions 
and others were saying their con- 
ditions were terrible. Here 40 
and 80 were extremely bad-noise 
and QRM. Let’s do it again and 
again for as-long as we can find 
people willing to give it -a shot. 
At least we didn’t have to con- 
tend with the ARRL 10 meter 
bash.” Bob, AASWE 

“Great roundup, enjoyed what 
time I could operate.” 73, Ed, 
WI1YT 

“...Great gang - hope it contin- 
ues. All the best from the land 
of the tumbleweeds.” Milt, KJ1T 
“Many old timers missing. No 
European members ever heard. 
More activity on 5 bands for 
many SOWP members.” 73, M. 
DH K2EP 

“*...1 did not try to work a lot of 
SOWP members, but had a ball 
in contacting the ones I did....” 
73 Leland, W5KL 
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“... think this was one of the 
most successful roundups. First 
timed worked 7 stations on all 5 
bands... Missed WOAP and 
WAZC. ...“ Earl, K2IC 

“Here are the logs from the 
Roundup. The week prior we 
had a bad ice storm with ex- 
tremely high wind followed by a 
small blizzard that dumped a 
foot of snow-on us. I lost all my 
antennas except my 2 meter Iso- 
pole. Disaster!” Jack, W1HDC 
“Another year, another Round- 
Up and as always a great pleas- 
ure. This was my 21st one and 
the only ones | contacted in 1981 
and again in 2002 were K2IC 
Earl and K2LP Bud. That first 
roundup I only made 18 con- 
tacts.” 73, Esther, KA4IFF 


WELCOME - NEW 
MEMBERS 


A warm "Welcome Aboard"to 
the following who have joined 
SOWP since our 

last issue. 


(Add to Section I of your 1998 
Wireless Register). 


BAKER, Douglas W. 5674-TA 
Doug/Marie KGOTW_ ex- 
KE4CBB, 573 769-3002, 414 
South Dickerson St., Palmyra, 
M O Orato ald 0 6 , 


es 


dmarie@dstream.net 


ZACHER, James M. 5675-TA 
N9JZ/N9J, 847 697- 
0245, 39 W 345 Central Drive, 
Blea is, ki G On1 23% 
jimz@weekmail.com 


KRESGE, Rev. Ronald W. 
5676-V Ron/Sean WIARS, 203 
845-9043, 375 Newtown Ave- 
nue, Norwalk, CT 06851-2538, 
wlars@arrl.net, first assignment 
Signal Corps, U.S. Army 1945 


WILLIAMS, Richard H. 5677- 
TA Rich/Sonia NW8X, 440 842- 
4393, 2475 Robinhood Drive, 
Parma,.,OH 44134-5451, 
NW8X@nccw.net 


INGRAM, David L. 5678-TA 
Dave/Sandra K4TWJ WB40OEE, 
205 951-0162, 4941 Scenic 
View Drive, Birmingham, AL 
35310, k4twj@cs.com 
k4twj@cq-amrdo.com 


BLOOM, Steven H. 5679-M 
StéVeliete: W7NUT, 907 277- 
6266, 1430 A Street 11, Anchor- 
age, AK 99501, sbloom@well. 
com 


MINICHIELLO, Ray N. 5680- 
P Ray/Priscilla WI1BC, 603 472- 
9746, 45 Shaw Drive, Bedford, 
NH 03110, raymin@marconiusa. 
org, USNR, first experience as 
Navy operator wad during week- 
end duty on an Eagle Boat 19 -a 
submarine chaser from World 
War I, other assignments in- 
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cluded NAB 1934, and during 
World War II included USS 
Wasp, active service throughout 
Pacific, and setting up Class A 
radio schools. Established Gug- 
lielmo Marconi Foundation and 
U.S. National Marconi Museum 
in Bedford, NH. 


CORRECTIONS/ 
ADDITIONS TO 
THE WIRELESS 
REGISTER - 1998 


Changes are given on a page-by- 
page basis so they can be 
marked into your personal copy. 


page 22 - change address, MON- 
TANESE Jr, Charles M. 4034- 
M, 114 Deep Cove Shore Re., 
Raymond, ME 04071 


page 24 - change address, NOR- 
WOOD, Charles A. 1480-V, P. 
O. Box 19584, Greensboro, NC 
27419 


page 30 - change address, 
TACHS Charlies: #24432PeP.0: 
Box? 135 2Oceans pParksieWA 
98640 


page 49 - Friedmann, Donald C, 
4950-M W3QYL_donfried- 
mann@comceast.net 
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR 2001 


RECEIPTS: 


Dues/Donations 
Interest Earned 


Legacy of Edward Biro 


#0349-—SGP Final 
J. Kelleher 


Total 
EXPENDITURES: 


Headquarters Costs 
Publications Costs 
Internet/Web page 
Rene 


Total Expenditures 


On hand 12/31/01 


MEMBER 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Hi Waldo 


I enjoyed last issue of WWB 
very much. The story by Bill 
Rayment was good. I went to 
Central Trade School in Oakland 
like he, only it was in 1937 and 
there were not many ships to get 
jobs. The great teacher was Fred 
Mangelssorf. I did get a ship in 
Jan. 1941 and when I came back, 
went to work for PAA. Put in 
three years with them in Africa 


(Chapter Close) 
Total Receipts 


On Hand 12/31/00 


LS, Se 
G7 DUG 

740. 
4,800. 
AS ae te 


/s/Lorin Gs DeMerritt 


and the South Pacific. Then 
went to the WSA and took two 
trips, on the Haiti Victory to Sia- 
pan and on the Alcoa Pegasus to 
the Layte Gulf in the Philip- 
pines. 


Your SILENT KEY report made 
me think. I have never seen a 
feport On for wen | seach 
W6OLL. Passed away in 2000 
from lung trouble. One son 
called me when it happened but 
that was all. 


Best 73 


54, OLS aU 


1345 ly 


41; 166495 


Carl Antone 
4362-V, W6OZA 


Editor: 


I really enjoyed the article by 
Will Rayment. Am still chuck- 
ling! 


About the future of SOWP, it 
would seem that sometime soon 
we should admit CW ham opera- 
tors who have been licensed for 
a long period (OOTC is 40 
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years) perhaps 50 years with 
proof of early CW operation 
such as early logs or QSLs. If it 
is to be kept going, it would 
seem necessary to do something 
or just fade away by attrition. 


Sam Beverage 
4266-V, W1MGP 


Editor: 


... The article by Will Rayment 
“After WWII.. Still Some Lost 
Their Lives” was great. I spent 
3 years in the Aleutian waters, so 
I know how bad it can get. All 
of the articles are interesting. 


73 
Paul Bischoff 
3604-P, WODVP 


Editor: 


Just want to tell you how much I 
enjoyed reading the Sept.-Dec. 
Beacon, especially the article by 
Will Rayment. Also the article 
on the SS John W. Brown. A 
few years back | toured the ship 
while volunteers were restoring 
her. The ham op on duty gave 
my friend and I a stem-to-stern 
on-deck and below-deck tour. It 
was a real treat for me. They 
gave the VIP treatment aboard. 
Even tried for a cw QSO on the 
ham rig - no luck. Keep up the 
good work.... 


aS 
John Capitanelli 
5560-V, N3INI 


Dear Waldo: 


Thanks for running my _ story 
"AFTER WWI... AND STILL 
SOME LOST THEIR LIVES", 
in the Sept/Dec 2001 issue of the 
"BEACON." I should have con- 
cluded it with ... "Will Rayment 
5667-V, is also the co-author 
(with his wife Marilyn, AKA 
Marill Johnson), of the recently 
published Merchant marine 
thriller, "THIRTEEN DESPER- 
ATE HOURS, A Liberty Ship's 
crew and their Navy Armed 
Guard fight for survival while 
grounded on a Japanese-held is- 
land". (ISBN 0-89745-258-5). 


The book has just been nomi- 
nated for te prestigious "Bill 
Boyd Literary Award" by the U. 
S. Navy War College Library 
under the catagory, "Best fiction 
set in a period when the United 
States was at War." 


It is available from Merchant 
marine Memorial Ships, and 
some Navy ship stores. 

73s 


Will Rayment 
5667-V 


Waldo: 


Hope this finds you in good 
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health. I just had my 95", and 
with 9 grandkids plus 25 or so 
great ones we had a big blowout. 
More on the way. Had it at my 
grandson's in North Potomac, 
MD. 


Saw videos of my grandson Bill 
who is a USMC corporal and 
was one of the service people 
who opened the embassy in Ka- 
bul. He was interviewed by Fox 
and CNN. 


Except for Navy, my CW was 
for a couple of months at end of 
1932 with quenched spark on 
Great Lakes boat. May have 
been one of the last sparks to 
work that system. 


Well anyway on 20 Jan. received 
my Beacon. Didn't realize I 
needed to renew. Keep up the 
good work. 


73 
Larry Briggs 
0481-P, W3MSN 


(response to above) 


Me too, Larry! Quenched gap 
spark on the old 4-pipr flat-deck 
Navy destroyers. Oung radio- 
men are spoiled - big bottles and 
hot transistors today! Every- 
thing enclosed for safety. Re- 
member the old knife switches 
carrying 3000 volts? ... With 
waves breaking over the bow? 
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It's a wonder we survived, much 
less into the 90+ year range! 


Waldo T. Boyd 
2958-P, K6DZY 


Dear Waldo: 


...Been a ham 60 years last May. 
Am enclosing my QSL card that 
shows the 10 ships I sailed on 
during WWII and a little after. 
Was Chief Operator on the SS 
Antigua/KDCJ a United Fruit 
Co. passenger ship in the Carib- 
bean when I quit. Was married 
in 1946 and we lived in New Or- 
leans at the time. 


Came home and spent 30 years 
in the meat processing business 
and sold it in 1976. So I have 
been retired almost as long as 
the 30 years I was in the meat 
business. We have been on 24 
cruises since I quit going to sea. 
Made my 100th voyage last year 
on the last cruise. 


Have been in 86 countries 
through the years and visited 
packinghouses all over the world 
with a meat processor group. 


First ship I was on was torpe- 
doed and sunk and we landed on 
the South East coast of Cuba on 
a raft. 


73's 
C. Nelson Buckles 
2734-V, WOJUN 


CRUISE SHIPS + 10 SHIPS IN 
MERCHANT MARINE (76 
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VOYAGES) 

ASSIGNMENTS: SS_ Oneida/ 
ANAK, SS Crawford  Ellis/ 
LCKO, SS Samuel A. Fabens/ 
KUUZ, SS Benjamin Rush/ 
KETT, SS Central Falls Victory/ 
ANMV, SS Pacific Victory/ 
AOER, MV _ Fiador Knott/ 
ANXY, SS LaPerla/KDCK, SS 
Esparta/AOGM, SS_ Antigua/ 
KDCJ 


TOTAL 573 2.3:01D EEE RENT 
CRUISE SHIPS (24 CRUISES), 
100 VOYAGES. COUNTRIES 
& GEOGRAPHICAL RE- 
GIONS VISITED 


CRUISE SHIPS 
1. BOHEME, German 
2. ORION, Greek 

3. ELIA, Greek 

4. PRINSENDAM, HA 
5. LYCINDIA, FIJI 


_. 6. CUNARD COUNTESS, P&O 


7. PACIFIC PRINCESS, P&O 

8. VOLENDAM, Dutch HA 

9. SUN PRINCESS, British P&O 

10. STELLA SOLORIS, Greek, SUN 
11. MISSISSIPPI QUEEN, USA 

12. NOORDAM, DUTCH, HA 

13. SOUTHWARD, NCL 

14. GOLDEN ODYSSEY, GREEK RCL 
15. STAR PRINCESS, P&O 

16. STAR PRINCESS, P&O 

17. AMERIKANIS, GREEK 

18. SKY PRINCESS, P&O 

19. REGENT SUN, REGENCY 

20. AMERICAN QUEEN, USA 

ZI GALAXY. GEPEBREMY 

22. ROYAL PRINCESS, P&O 

23. FACINATION, CARNAVAL 
24. NORWEGIAN WIND, NCL 


COUNTRIES 

| MEXICO 

2 BRITSH HONDURAS 
3 GUATEMALA 

4 CUBA 

5 HONDURAS 
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6 COSTA RICA 

7 PANAMA 

8 HAITI 

9 PUERTO RICO 
10 ST THOMAS 

11 TRINIDAD 

12 BRITISH GUINEA 
13 BRAZIL 

14 IRELAND 

15 ENGLAND 

16 HOLLAND 

17 FRANCE 

18 GERMANY 

19 DENMARK 

20 AUSTRALIA 

21 SWEDEN 

22 SWITZERLAND 
23 ITALY 

24 SPAIN 
ZGREECE 

26 TURKEY 

27 AGEAN ISLANDS 
28 NORWAY 

29 LICHIESTEIN 
30 CANADA 

31 ALASKA 

32 HAWAII 

33 SOUTH AFRICA 
34 RHODESIA 

35 KENYA 

36 BAHAMAS 

37 EITHOPIA 

38 BAHAMAS 

39 SAN DOMINGO 
40 BOTSWANIA 
41 MOROCCO 

42 PORTIGUAL 

43 CANAL ZONE 
44 BELGIUM 

45 FIJI 

46 TAHITI 

47 NEW ZELAND 
48 AUSTRALIA 

49 SOCIETY ISLANDS 
50 DOMINICA 

51 GRENADA 

52 ST LUECIA 
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53 BARBADIS 

54 COZUMEL 

55 GRAND CAYMAN 
56 COLOMBIA 

57 SAN ANDRES ISL 
58 BERMUDA 

59 CURACO 

60 VENEZULA 

61 PALM ISL. 

62 MARTINIQUE 
63 SCOTLAND 

64 HONG KONG 
65 CHINA 

66 MACAU 

67 ST CROIX 

68 ST MARTIN FR 
69 STE MARTEN D 
70 ST KITS 

71 PHILLIPPENES 
72 BALI 

73 SEMARANG 

74 SINGAPORE 

75 THAILAND 

76 JAPAN 

77 GUADELOUPE 
78 ANTIGUA 

79 JAMAICA 

80 NOVA SCOTIA 
81 ARGENTINA 

82 URUGAY 

83 SENGAL 

84 MADEIRA ISLS. 
85 GIBRALTAR 

86 WALES 


Editor: 


Sept. & Dec. 2001 was a great 
issue. 


73 
Don Claar 
3633-V, K6DGK 


Editor: 


={ile 


... | have no news except to re- 
port I'm still alive and kicking 
feebly. 


At 10:00 a.m. this Tuesday (Feb. 
12, 2002) I was able to check 
into the Chapter 10 Capitol Area 
SSB net. John Swafford W4HU, 
Earl Korf K2IC, WIARS Ron 
and I were the attendees. 


Hope 2002 will be a good year 
for all of you. 


73 
Lewis E. Danes 
O386-P, W3FZT 


Waldo: 


Lets hope that our organization 
continues. Your column was 
most interesting and really sums 
things up. I operate CW 90% of 
the time and enjoy it more and 
more as the years go by. Sorry 
to say someday it will be a lost 
art. 


I follow up on most QSOs on 
QRZ.com with an e-mail mes- 
sage. I find that most all re- 
sponses are still very enthusias- 
tic about CW operation. 


Thanks for the great job you 
have done for SOWP. 


73 
Walt Edwards 
4114-V, W2IQX 
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PS - go to www.qrz.com and 
check out my shack and bio. 


Dear Wireless Beacon, 


Although WWII is of great inter- 
est to many people, it is helpful 
to hear of other times and places. 
I invite Korean Veterans to write 
in (Sgts Daugherty & Gilchrist) 
and hope WWII and its causes 
are laid to rest. For my own ex- 
ample, I will discuss military 
commutations in Vietnam and 
my Vietnam experience. 


I was there in 1965, the transi- 
tion period from the advisory 
group stage to all out war for 
American servicemen. I know 
what SOWP is all about but we 
did not used Morse communica- 
tions there. We used both tele- 
type and telephone communica- 
tions by way cf both land-line 
and Tropo scatter radio. In addi- 
tion, there was a reliable duct up 
& down the coast which was 
heavily relied upon. If you are 
familiar with your home FM ste- 
reo we used a wideband signal 
that multiplexed 12 channels 
thru one transmitter. When I ar- 
rived, we were a rather large De- 
tachment (232nd Sig) with a sys- 
tem in place (some would say 
places) which we reorganized 
and expanded. This took about 6 
months during which time the 
29th Signal Battalion HQ moved 
in. I also did courier work by 
jeep and air throughout the coun- 
try, out of Operations HQ. It was 
a strange feeling to deliver mate- 
rial to a site and then to learn it 
was blown up a few days or even 
just hours later. 
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My second 6 months I was a 
working supervisor for my 12 
hour shift at a Commceenter, see- 
ing the Sgt in charge just occa- 
sionally. We used RTTY gear 
you are familiar with from 
WWI or Korea, with Crypto 
gear added. 


A Cummins engine powered the 
radio room and our site. We 
were supposed to have a standby 
unit but it usually arrived from 
overhaul just in time to overhaul 
the ist unit. We worked a 6 day 
week shift, mine at night. When 
we started, we could send mes- 
sages for' 2 - 4 hours and then 
get a night's rest. But after a few 
months the traffic was absolutely 
saturated and continuous. Burn- 
ing old tapes graduated from 
weekly to daily. 


We had gone from Basic Train- 
ing and Signal School directly to 
Vietnam. As support troops, this 
was supposed to be enough, but 
there were times I wish we had 
some Infantry Training. Our 
Australian friends were Infantry- 
men first, then Signal. (Their 
generator ran off a jet turbine.) 
Our South Korean friends were 
burly built compared to the Viet- 
namese (or us!) and could knock 
your socks' off on the soccer 
field! Our soccer field had a high 
earthen berm around it to pre- 
vent us from getting shot. It was 
also a helicopter landing pad and 
loading zone. I remember over- 
loading a Huey with equipment 
and people and watching the pi- 
lot take 3 passes across the field 
to get over the other side. I hope 


=*) 4 
he made it (all the way!). 


Sad Vignettes and "Dr. Strange- 
glove”: 

Watching some Vietnamese 
women sobbing convulsively at 


_the airport as their GI's in body- 


bags are loaded for a tmp 
‘“home’”’... Sitting under the awn- 
ing of a French-Vietnamese res- 
taurant, watching the VNAF in 
A-1 Skyraiders blister the earth 
somewhere across the river... 
Strangling a cab driver as he 
tried to take me to an unknown 
countryside instead of to my fa- 
vorite “songbird" (in Saigon)... 
Laying in the mud on an alert 
and hearing the GI right behind 
me shooting at some phantom in 
the river... 


Other Memory Photographs: 
Sitting with some farmers over 


_ steaming bowls of seaweed soup 


and noodles as their water buf- 
falo rested awhile... Calling my 
favorite pedicab driver and see- 
ing him appear anywhere, to go 
anywhere... The Street of Flow- 
ers, the odor of' the trees, scooter 
smoke, incense and exotic cook- 
ing, deliciously mixed in the at- 
mosphere of "The Pearl of the 
Orient"... Impossibly — steep 
mountains covered in vegetation 
and. sprinkled with beautiful 
white cottages and their red tiled 
roofs, just like an Oriental paint- 
ing... Swimming in the warm 
South China Sea... knowing 
other soldiers had it more bru- 
tal... Knowing Joan Baez 
snubbed us but visited the North 
extensively...and talking to her 
years later at a book signing... 
Knowing my cousin returned in 
one piece after two tours in Viet- 
name-one sas) a. tunnel rates 
Meditating on U.S. Foriegn Pol- 
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icy - and our pledge to protect 
the U.S. Constitution... 


Returning to the present: 

I just received my 2nd Class Ra- 
diotelegraph Certificate this July 
2001 and note with consterna- 
tion that it looks like a ham radio 
wall certificate! Mike Zbrozek, 
SOWP 3581-M, K8XF, your ar- 
ticle was well noted and with my 
eyes wide open! I'd still like to 
work at sea. Hate to think it 
would take some horrible disas- 
ter to return the Radio Officer/ 
Maintainer to sea duty. On those 
horrible days of Geomagnetic 
and Meteorological storms when 
nothing works well it would be 
wise to have at least a single 
class of Radiotelegraph/HF li- 
censee. available, “and” 1 "have 
some ideas of how that could be 
done. 


For now I'd just like to say I 
logged WWRMD sending code 
groups at 14 WPM this past De- 
cember and have enclosed an 
April list of coastal stations who 
continue to use Morse. 


Salute! 
Richard S Gorski 
5645-TA, KG9PA 


CW Coast Stations 
Still Busy 


Morse “LS. (hot dead! 
Heinrich Busch, lo- 
cated in Northern Ger- 
many, monitors coast 
station CW activi 
Between 28th February 
and. /3°° Mardhe Von 
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the following stations Saas ual ; een htm 
are heard: Bel 8 el hace es (Heinrich Busch E- 
hg he Mail: Seefunk@hbusch. 
2 B08 6 VTG / Goa 
Freq. (kHz) Station (Navy) de) 
4241.0 4XZ / 12843 .0 HLO / Soeul 
Haifa_Navy 12916.5 HLF / Soeul Editor: 
4125383 TAH / Istanbul 12923..0 HLW / Soeul 
4259.0 XSG / Shanghai 12939.0 SPE / Szczecin 
4273.5 SAA / BE hale uso ai Las see 
Karlskrona 12968.5 XSV / Tsientsin box cer ediieag No" ig igh ow teak micas 
4284.5 ASM ? Bahrain L2V972.5 PKX j} Sakarta (W2ENZ hel NJ, HRIUZ - at Sea, 
4292.5 IAR / Rome 12973.5 UIW La Ceiba, Spanish Honduras and 
4320.0 IAR / Rome 12984 .0 4XZ / Haifa W1HRQ- Kennebunkport, Maine) 
4331.0 4XZ / 13016.0 IAR / Rome made after my mom finallly made 
HE EGER 13024.5 ASK / Karachi him stop going to sea, I found this 
4343.0 RLK 13050.0 UDK HG clion Th 
paper clipping. ere was no 
635750 SAA / 1206020 UFJ f 
lsk date although it would have had to 
ae OUR vee Ca ep rowan have been sometime in the earl 
6379.0 4xZ / 16910.0  HLJ / Soeul , 
Haifa_Navy 16930.0 UVA 1930s. 
6388.0 AQP 16932 10 7TF / Algiers “ye . 
8441.0 2? 16961.0 CLA / Havannah The beginning of the article had to 
8448.0 ASM / Bahrain 16993.0 UAT / Moscow do with the meeting of the Raritan 
8450.0 SAB / Benghazi EUTO2Z14 5 TAH / Istanbul Bay Radio Club in which Thomas 
Merc. Bae Ragin 17050.5 ASK / Karachi Garretson was president. My dad 
8484.0 HLF Soeul : 
bee ie HLW / Soeul was asked to give a lecture or a 
8496.0 CLA / Havannah VIiAa7 6 URL / Sebasto- a h The Th fihe Can 
8530.0 9VG / Singapore 17165.5 CLA / Havannah ous Ray Tube" in which he 
8570.0 UWS 17175.5 ROM Bahrain pointed out that many of the stan- 
8573.0 CLA / Havannah 17195.2 IAR / Rome dards for television had _ been 
8600.0 XSV / Tsientsin 17206.0 IAR / Rome adopted by the Institute of Radio 
Bao 0 CWA / Cerrito geste S SAA / Engineers. There are, explained 
aa ie Karlskrona Mr. Warner who is known to his 
ea is Meet CA SAA / colleagues, only under his code 
: Karlilskrona ; 
name of W2ENZ, only two points 
8624.0 XSQ / Guangzhou 22565 .0 XSW / Kaohsiung ee ieee y ae h 
8634.0 View inaian nse’ now keeping television out of reac 
Navy (Goa) 22576 .0 pKa Alsalkcahta to the public. One is standardiza- 
8636.0 HLW / Soeul 22597.5 SAA / tion of equipment and the other 1s 
8650.0 SPE Karlskrona preparedness on the part of the 
8662.0 TAH / Istanbul 22610.5 CLA / Havannah commercial broadcasters to have 
oe pee Coiba eS, 22611.5 HLF / Soeul regular programss. When these 
8670.0 IAR / Rome é h b ta 
sushi cad Ee Maer ome pce ee wate epimers, Ponis hayes Geen ceuminates, 
ico Brie A584, 7) Nad, which Warner believed would be 
8698.0 TUF 7 Algier ‘eae 5 soon, television sets will be 
12673.5 CLA / Havannah Heinrich's web pages 
12698.0 A9M / Bahrain at 
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placed on the open market." 


I am engaged in writing a book 
about my father, many of my 
childhood memories, including 
his many stories but would like 
very much to have contact with 
anyone who may have known 
my dad (or of him). During his 
seafaring days, the companies he 
worked for as a radio operator 
were The United Fruit Company, 
Standard Fruit, the Panama 
Steamship Line, the Grace Line. 
Some of the ships were the S.S. 
GATUN, the SANTA MARIA 
which was a twin screw and in 
1936 covered 12,000 miles in six 
weeks. In 1938 
board the ANCON. 


I have found all sorts of interest- 
ing notes and details to do with 


SOWP 


Time 


Frequency 
8..PM BRasitenn, 7.052 
210. “AMGBastern ~ 7280 


AM Eastern 14055 


PM EFastern 


PM PaciiEve 


SHENE & 1AiVAM (hastern 7052 


he was on 


W8FEC Memorial net 


W4GC Memorial Net 


Yankee Area Net 
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my dad's seafaring days as well 
as cocktail napkins from places 
like Charley's Punch Bowl care- 
fully preserved by my dad and 
labeled: "Things I find in my 
pockets when I return to the 
ships proving I spend lotsa time 
in museums.” 


Thank you for any help in this 
research! 

73-Beth Ellen Warner 

45 Brown Street 

Kennebunk, Maine 04043 


email: Zeppa@aol.com 

Please Note: I do NOT open 
emails from unknown senders. I 
think it sentimental to request 
that 1f you do have info regard- 
ing my dad, title your email 
"W1HRQ". My dad's key may 
be silent but I am not. Look for- 
ward to receiving anything of 
relevance! 


Nets 
Name NES 
N6SL 


K2 TC 


WOAP Memorial Transcon Net 


N6SL 


N6SL 


Richard Johnstone "RU" met 


W6BNB 
W6EWYW 
W4LSV 


alt 


*Status of European net not known. 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP 
members as they join our Chap- 
ter Eternal. We send our sincere 
sympathies to those they held 
dear. 


BACON, Wesley H. 4552-V, 
WB4AXO, Tavares, FL. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, December 2001. 


BELL, Fay«eR. »2346ey, 
WAO6LVZ, Prescott, WA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, December 2001. 


BELL, Leslie William Gordon 
1466-P, VK4LZ, Airlie Beach, 
Queensland, Australia. 11 De- 
cember .2001,. age 96 .-altenea 
short illness. Started in radio 
around 1920. Decorated with 
the Order of the British Emp[ire 
for service installing radar be- 
hind Japanese line in New 
Guinea in World War Il. Les 
and his brothers are featured in a 
number of books, including "The 
Coast Watchers" by Enric Feldt, 
"Rabaul 1942" by Douglas Ap- 
lin, "New Guinea Volunteer Ri- 
fles" by lan Downs, "Hunted - A 
Coastwatchers Story by M. 
Murray, and will be in a book on 
his life soon to be published. 
Reported by J.R. and C.A. Bell. 
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BRELSFORD, Charles M 
0353-P, K2WW, Tempe, AZ. 23 
August 2001, age 93, from 
pulmonary fibrosis. He was first 
licensed in 1923, worked as a 
radio officer on the SS Tionesta 
on the Great Lakes during col- 
lege summer vacations in the 
late 20s, and was president of the 
Antique Wireless Association 
1972-1982. Reported by his son 
William M. Brelsford, K2DI. 


BROGDEN, John W. 5465-TA, 
W3VDL, Falls Church, VA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OCWA Journal, Winter 2001. 


BAUSMAN, Alvin D. 1439-V, 
WA7WEB, Ajo, AZ. No date or 
details. Reported in OST, 
March 2002. 


CLARK, Henry D., Jr. 0702-V, 
W2IQ, Dandridge, TN. No date 
or details. Reported in QS7, 
December 2001. 


DeMERRITT, Lorin G. Charter 
Member V-100 (Later changed 
to 0100-V), W6EAS, Sebasto- 
pol, CA. 19 March 2002, no de- 
tails, age 94. First Ship: Admi- 
fasciley, WGOCh 2July 1929. 
Served also on the C.D. Johnson 
If], KDIT, and Maricoa H. Whit- 
tier, KODQ. First Ham call 
WO6EOH on 5/15/27. Reported 


by Waldo T. Boyd 2958-P; 


K6DZY. 


HOOK, William F. 2220-SGP, 
WO6FB, Raymond, WA. 17 June 
2000, age 93,-of stroke. He was 
a radioman on Navy Dirigibles 
(LTA) in the 1920's and a former 
supervisor in Comm Div. Re- 
ported by his daughter Karen 
Dolan. 


JOHNSON, Edgar S. 2755-P, 
W2DGM, Harrington Park, NJ. 
No date or details. Reported in 
OST, December 2001. 


KELLEHER, John J. "Jack" 
2581-P, W4ZC, Olney. NY. 28 
February 2002 of cancer, age 87. 
Mr. Kelleher became a licensed 
amateur radio operator in 1932 
while he was in high school. 
From 1932 to 1937, he was an 
Army radiotelegraph operator, 
then worked for RCA Commu- 
nications in New York from 
1937 to 1940. He came to 
Washington in 1941 to work in 
the White House signals detach- 
ment. Later, he worked in mili- 
tary signals units in North Africa 
during World War Hl. From 
1943 to 1962, he was a civilian 
project and program manager in 
the office of the chief signals Of- 
ficer in the Department of the 
Army in Washington. He 
joined NASA in 1962 and retired 
from Federal service in 1969 but 
continued to work in communi- 
cations satellites for private in- 
dustry, including National Scien- 
tific Labs, until 1961. Reported 
by John H. Swafford 0783-V, 
W4HU. 


MANN, Earl H. 1042-V, W2FR, 
Liverpool, NY. No date or de- 
tails. Reported in OST, January 
2002. 


McKINNEY, John, Jr. 1001-P, 
WOAP, Dannebrog, NE. 24 No- 
vember 2001, no details. Re- 
ported on SOWP West Coast 
CW Net 29 November 2001. 


NAGLEY, John E. 2262-P, 
K4AHS, Falis Church, VA. No 
date or details. Reported in 
OST, January 2002. 


PARROTT, John H, Jr. 3171-V, 
W4ERU, Suffolk, VA. No date 
or details. Reported in OST, 
March 2002. 


SHERWOOD, Wyckoff A. 
5503-TA, W2YIF, Addison, NY. 
11 October 2001 after a lengthy 
illness and periods in hospital 
and nursing home, age 93. 
"Wyck" was a long-time mem- 
ber of a daily SSB roundtable for 
more than 20 years. He was re- 
tired from the Addison-Home 
Telephone Co. where he was a 
senior technician. Reported in 
OST, January 2002 and by Ted 
Phelps 0881-P, W8TP. 


Silent Key Reporting 


Please send reports to SOWP Exec. 
Sec'y Waldo T. Boyd., P.O. Box 86, 
Geyserville, CA 95441-0086. If 
available, include date, age of de- 
ceased and cause of passing. 
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On the e-mail circuit 


TELEGRAPHIST - 
RADIO OFFICER 


Dear Old Men, 


I have a problem with the trans- 
lation of my book into English. 
That is: When did the radio op- 
erator/wireless operator get the 
title "Radio Officer’ in English? 
Perhaps it did not happen simul- 
taneously in the UK and the US. 
In Swedish he or she has always 
been called 'Telegraphist’, from 
the first one in 1912 til the last 
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one in the 1990's. As my book is 
a documentary one I would like 
to get the expression right. f any- 
one of you can answer my ques- 
tion, pse send me a mail. 

73 de 


Birgitta Gustafsson 
3854-M, birgitta. 
gustafsson.221@telia.com 


Dear Birgitta, 


The United States Coast Guard 
began issuing Radio Officer li- 
censes in 1948. The applicant 
had to have a valid radio tele- 
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graph second or first class li- 
cense, a valid "Z" paper or card, 
pass a first aid examination, a 
physical examination and a 
background check. During 
World War II, the Maritime 
Commission iuused commis- 
sions up to full Lt. (2 full stripes) 
88 

Ben Russell 

1853-V, N6SL 
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